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Edwards Hall Primary School

Introduction & Aims

The Learning in Harmony Trust reserves the right to make a charge for the following activities which may from
time to time be organised by the school.

Our school aims to:

Have robust, clear processes in place for charging and remissions
Clearly set out the types of activity that can be charged for and when charges will and will not be

made
e Offer a range of activities and visits whilst minimising the financial barriers that may prevent some
pupils from taking full advantage of these opportunities

Legislation & Further Guidance

This policy is based on advice from the Department for Education (DfE) on charging for school activities and
the Education Act 1996, sections 449 to 462 of which set out the law on charging for school activities in
England. Academies are required to comply with this Act through their funding agreements.

It’s also based on guidance from the DfE on statutory policies for schools and academy trusts.

This policy complies with our funding agreement and articles of association.

Definitions

Charge: a fee payable for specifically defined activities

Remission: the cancellation of a charge which would normally be payable

School Day: This time runs from the official start of the school day (morning registration) to the
official end of the compulsory school day. It includes breaks, but not optional before or after school
activities.

Roles & Responsibilities

The Local Governing Body of the school is required to have a Charging & Remissions Policy by our operating
Trust, the Learning in Harmony Trust. Any changes to this policy must be agreed upon by the Trust’s Directors.

The headteacher is responsible for ensuring staff are familiar with the charging and remissions policy, and
that it is being applied consistently.

Staff are responsible for:

e Implementing the charging and remissions policy consistently
e Notifying the headteacher of any specific circumstances which they are unsure about or where they
are not certain if the policy applies

The school will provide staff with appropriate training in relation to this policy and its implementation

Parents are expected to notify staff or the headteacher of any concerns or queries regarding the charging and
remissions policy.
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Edwards Hall Primary School

Where charges cannot be made
Below we set out what we cannot charge for:
Education

Admission applications
Education provided during school hours (including the supply of any materials, books, instruments or
other equipment)
e Education provided outside school hours if it is part of:
o The National Curriculum
o Asyllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the
school
Religious education
Instrumental or vocal tuition, for pupils learning individually or in groups, unless the tuition is
provided at the request of the pupil’s parent
Entry for a prescribed public examination if the pupil has been prepared for it at the school
o Examination re-sit(s) if the pupil is being prepared for the re-sit(s) at the school

Transport

e Transporting registered pupils to or from the school premises, where the local authority has a
statutory obligation to provide transport

e Transporting registered pupils to other premises where the governing board or local authority has
arranged for pupils to be educated

e Transport that enables a pupil to meet an examination requirement when he or she has been
prepared for that examination at the school

e Transport provided in connection with an educational visit

Residential visits

Education provided on any visit that takes place during school hours

Education provided on any visit that takes place outside school hours if it is part of:

The National Curriculum

A syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the school
Religious education

Supply teachers, covering for teachers who are absent from school, accompanying pupils on a
residential visit

Please note that charges are allowed for the board and lodging element of those residential activities during
school hours. Details on this can be found in the section below.

Where charges can be made

Residential Activities

Residential Activities held during school hours: charges may be made for the board and lodging element of
those residential activities during school hours. Parents will be notified in advance of any such activities that
the school proposes to organise and the estimated cost. Parental consent will be obtained for their children’s
participation in any such activities for which a charge may be made.

Charges and Remission Policy — June 2026
Page 3



Edwards Hall Primary School

Any charge for a particular activity will be calculated by reference to the actual cost of providing the board
and lodging for each pupil; no other costs will be recovered by the charge. Any remission arrangements for
such activities will be at the discretion of the Governing Body EXCEPT in the circumstances described below.

Activities Outside of School Hours

The school will endeavour to provide a range of such activities from time to time. These will sometimes
include day and residential experiences, and are known generally as “optional extras”. Charges may be made
for these activities EXCEPT where they are provided to fulfil any requirements specified in the syllabus of a
prescribed public examination or are required in order to fulfil statutory duties relating to the National
Curriculum or to religious education in which case they are not regarded as optional extras as such and
charges cannot be made. (Board and lodging charges may still be made, however, for any residential activities
subject to the remission arrangements described below).

Optional Extras

Parents will be notified in advance of any “optional extras” that the school proposes to organise and the
estimated cost. Parental consent will be obtained if their children are to participate in any activities for which
a charge may be made.

Any charge for a particular activity will be dependent upon the type of activity and its cost and the number of
participants. This charge will not exceed the actual cost of providing the activity, divided equally by the
number of pupils willing to participate. The cost of other pupils participating in the visit will not be included in
the charge. The charge may however include an appropriate element for such things as:

the pupil’s travel costs

the pupil’s board and lodging costs

materials, books, instruments and other equipment

non-teaching staff costs

entrance fees to museums, castles, theatres, etc.

insurance costs

the expenses only of participating teachers engaged on a separate contract for services to provide the
“optional extra”

Any remission arrangements for such activities will be at the discretion of the Governing Body, except in the
circumstances described in the Remissions section below.

Materials and Ingredients
A charge will only be made for any materials and ingredients relating to activities taking place during school
hours where parents have indicated in advance a wish to own the finished product, e.g. Design and

Technology (including cooking). Alternatively, parents may, in these circumstances, be asked to volunteer to
provide the ingredients and materials prior to the activity taking place.

Music Tuition

Schools can charge for vocal or instrumental tuition provided either individually or to groups of pupils,
provided that the tuition is provided at the request of the pupil’s parent.

Charges may not exceed the cost of the provision, including the cost of the staff giving the tuition.
Charges cannot be made:

e If the teaching is an essential part of the National Curriculum
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e |If the teaching is provided under the first access to the Key Stage 2 instrumental and vocal tuition

programme
e For a pupil who is looked after by a local authority

Remissions

Where the parents of a pupil are in receipt of certain benefits the Learning in Harmony Trust will authorise
the school to cover the cost of board and lodging for any residential activity the school organises for the pupil.

Any other remission arrangements for a particular activity or pupil will be entirely at the discretion of the
School Governing Body. Any subsidy provided by the Trust will be met from the funds at its disposal.
Voluntary Contributions

Nothing in this policy statement precludes the School Governing Body from inviting parents to make voluntary
contributions for the benefit of the school or in support of any school activity, whether during or outside
school hours. Any contributions sought will be entirely voluntary and pupils will not be treated differently
according to whether or not their parents make a contribution in response to any invitation.

Breakages and Damage To School Property

The Trust reserves the right to seek reparation from parents where their children cause breakages or damage
to school property.

Review & Monitoring

The Trust reserves the right to review and amend this charging policy statement from time to time, as
appropriate.
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